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25 September 1846

Arnhem, the Netherlands

Benjamin Brummelkamp, son of the Anthony Brummelkamps, is writing to his cousin, Albertus, the son of
Albertus and Christina Van Raalte, now departing for America, wishing them well. He realizes that lie may never
see them again. The letter reflects an unusual depth of piety for a young boy.
In Dutch; translator not recorded.
Original in the archives of Calvin College, the Van Raalte collection 300, box 10, folder 24.
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THE HERITAGE HALL - CALVIN COLLEGE
BOX #300, BOX #.8 ID
THE REV. ALBERTUS C. VAN RAALTE PAPERS
FOLDER #1.44"
Benjamin Brymmelkamp, Arnhem, to Albertus Christiaan Van Raalte,
Rotterdam, en route to North America
September, 1846
The address is written on the front page of the letter after it has been folded.
Master

Den jongen Heer

A. C. van Raalte

A. C. van Raalte

On his trip to N. America

op zijn reis naar N. America

(now) in

te

Rotterdam.
Arnhem

Rotterdam.
Arnhem

25 September 1846

25 September 1846

Dear Albertus !
I could not refrain from asking Father if I can write a letter to you. I hope that the Lord
will be with you, uncle, Aunt, Mina, and Benjamin, and the entire family as you are on the great
ocean. ( And I hope ) that we shall pray much for one another because, 0 ! I love you very much
and you, also, love me that much, don't you ? 0, I am so very sorry that we must part from one
another. Perhaps we shall never see one another again. If, however, we pray to the Lord that He
protect and preserve you and us, then He will certainly answer our prayers. That's true, dear
Albertus, isn't it ? Because the Lord tells us in his Word that all that which we pray to the
Father in His name He will give us. ( He, also, tells us ), Ask and you shall receive, seek and
you shall find, knock and it shall be opened. Greet Uncle, Aunt, Mina, Benhamin, and Jennegi( =
the family maid ? - L. Sweetman ) for me. Tell them that I love them very much. Now, dear
Cousin Albertus, I hope that you will arrive safely at your destination. ( = aan land - L.
Sweetman ) Dear Albertus, may I receive a letter from you in reply when Uncle writes, if you
can do that ? Now, dear Albertus, once more I say to you, "Have a good day." I regard myself as
your loving Cousin.
Benjamin Brummelkamp
( Benjamin is the son of Professor Anthony Brummelkamp, one of the first-generation leaders
and Ministers of The Afscheiding. Benjamin is, also, a nephew of The Rev. A. C. van Raalte. )

